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1. INTRODUCTION

Education is one of the important social institutions that aims at the continuous development,
transformation, and progress of the individual and society. From a philosophical perspective, education is seen
as the organization of the relationship between thinking and action through the individual's experiences
(Dewey, 1938); in critical pedagogy, it is positioned as a consciousness-raising and action alliance aimed at the
liberation of individuals (Freire, 1995). Education is defined as the process of delibe
desired changes in an individual's behavior through their own experiences (Ertirk,
documents encompass education in both formal and lifelong learning contexts. (

of education in holistic development (Li & Qi, 2025).

The individual objectives of education are to shape and d
democratic awareness, and to enhance the ability to adapt ta/li
contribute to achieving social development and progr

cial objectives are to
ci and Taskin, 2017).

v & Unli, 2023). In UNESCO's 2030

able development (UNESCO, 2015).

Education has individual, econo
that encompasses not only an indif gnitive development but also their emotional, social, and cultural

aspects. In this context, it ca integral part of education, develops an individual's
aesthetic sensitivity, creati ills. Dewey (2021) emphasizes that art is a process that
integrates individual e . Similarly, Eisner (2003) states that art education provides
individuals with differ kurt and Boratav (2018) emphasize that art education is
necessary for the ildren's Creativity and talents throughout all levels of education. Catterall
(2012) prese e positive effects of artistic activities on students' academic
achievement?!C ignal approaches aim to create societies that are constantly developing in

science and techno cultural fields, by fostering skill acquisition, developing individuals' interests
and tale : i i t powers, and raising creative and productive individuals, in addition to

unique way of ing, and art education provides the opportunity to bring these characteristics to light (Telli,
1980). Art educadtion is a specialized form of education that focuses on the creative and expressive aspects of
learning (Lukaka, 2023; Wang et al., 2025). It is thought to encourage the development of social-emotional
skills, empathy, and critical thinking, as well as creativity (Winner et al., 2013). Studies in educational
psychology also indicate that environmental and interpersonal factors, such as peer and teacher support, have
measurable effects on students’ creative thinking development (Shi et al., 2025). In other words, art education
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is a fundamental educational component that supports the multidimensional development of individuals and
strengthens their active participation in social life (Catterall, 2012).

According to San (2001), arts education refers to teaching activities carried out in as many different art
disciplines as possible, which should be given equal value to science and technical fields in the formal
education process. According to Unver (2016), it is the process of developing desirable artistic behaviors
through an individual's experiences. Arts education is also based on the development g hetic sensitivity,

Science,

ar found their place in military and civilian schools. The opening of
portant turning point in this field. With the establishment of the

e drama have increased the impact of arts education in teaching programs and teacher
training proce Today, arts education can be considered a learning area that supports multifaceted
thinking, respect’for differences, and democratic participation, beyond developing aesthetic awareness in
individuals. In developed countries, it is included in teaching programs either as an independent subject or
integrated into other subjects, and plays a leading role in extracurricular activities (San, 2001).

Art education is an area that needs to be supported and developed in all its aspects. The economic impacts
of art and art education are also relevant. While development is primarily considered an economic concept, it
is also informed by social, cultural, and environmental factors within the framework of concepts such as
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productivity, production, and innovation (Tekgiil & Canli, 2023). Understanding the relationship between the
economic and cultural values created through art and art education, and being aware of their economic
impacts, enables a more conscious approach to the formulation of policies on art education (Throsby, 2006).
In this context, it can be said that national policy documents addressing arts education are of vital importance
for countries to effectively manage their education systems, create qualified human resources, and set
development goals in this direction.

National development plans are essential policy papers that lay out a vision for
provide economic and sociopolitical goals within a given timeframe, utilizing a ce
(Chimhowu et al., 2019). Long-term plans can prioritize the stability and co
making processes according to changing conditions. Key factors incre

Development

Plans include policy suggestions to raise a society's ed
which is crucial to a nation's social, cultural, and economic a \
in development plans will only be possible by ensuring i i y and implementation (Akay,
2023). Furthermore, while determining the future goal i i ion and the related policies

Over the past twenty years, national plans Ra i gain in many countries; the number
of countries with national plans, which stood g

significant portion of the global population lives i with development plans (Chimhowu et al., 2019)
Although the idea of planned development in ack to the Industrial Plans of the 1930s, its
institutional and constitutional fg in the”period 1960-1961 (Karakutiik, 2016). Twelve
national development plans ha ared andimplemented from 1960 to the present. While the first
period of development pl the quantity and quality of education and equal
opportunities, subseque hed edU€ation as a lifelong process in line with the principle of
continuity in educatio of industry, approaches such as vocational education, private
sector cooperation onal education through lifelong learning found their place in the
plans, and polic were developed. In later periods, plans to increase the duration of
compulsory k Iatlon of the era and goals to expand preschool educatlon came to
the fore. When e

they in g qualified human resources for the information age and i |mprovmg quality
and

in national development plans reduces the fragmentation of education policies and enables the creation of a
holistic vision (UNESCO, 2015; World Bank Group, 2017).

By fostering an individual's aesthetic sensitivity as well as their cognitive, emotional, and social
development, art education is essential for fostering social integration, cultural transmission, and creativity.
Creativity and innovation are crucial factors for contemporary economies (Ruppert, 2010). From this
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perspective, arts education nourishes production and develops economic and social capacity. The transfer of
a society's cultural heritage to future generations ensures the preservation and enrichment of cultural
diversity. Countries develop policies and practices to protect and manage this heritage (Ortakci, 2017; Giileg
and Yalgin, 2025). A society's economic and social development is significantly influenced by its policies
regarding education, culture, and the arts (Ak¢a et al., 2018). The importance of arts education is a
multidimensional issue that must be evaluated not only in a pedagogical context but also within development
policies and national planning processes.

1.1. Purpose of the study

The overall objective of this study is to determine the level of inc
Development Plans of the Republic of Turkey. In line with this overall obj
were addressed:

1. How are the functions of the arts in the education and traini
plans?

rocesses

2. How are policies and practices aimed at institutionalizj i in development plans?
3. How is the economic dimension of arts education incl

2. METHOD AND MATERIALS

data analysis process.

2.1. Research model

systematically examined
patterns related to th

guestions (Fischer, 2005) and meanings, themes, and
are revealed (Dalglish et al., 2020). Within the scope of this

t Plans of the Republic of Turkey by Period (1963-2028)

Documernit Code Development Plan Period

DP1 First Five-Year Development Plan 1963-1967
DP2 Second Five-Year Development Plan 1968-1972
DP3 Third Five-Year Development Plan 1973-1977
DP4 Fourth Five-Year Development Plan 1979-1983
DP5 Fifth Five-Year Development Plan 1985-1989

67


https://doi.org/10.18844/gjae.v15i2.9967

Yilmaz, E. & Karaman Kepenekci, Y. (2025). The status of art education in the development plans of the Republic of Turkey. Global
Journal of Design Art and Education, 15(2), 63-80. https://doi.org/10.18844/gjae.v15i2.9967

DP6 Sixth Five-Year Development Plan 1990-1994
DP7 Seventh Five-Year Development Plan 1996-2000
DP8 Long-Term Strategy and Eighth Five-Year Development Plan 2001-2005
DP9 Ninth Development Plan 2007-2013
DP10 Tenth Development Plan and Priority Transformation Programs 2014-2018
DP11 Eleventh Development Plan 2019-2023

DP12 Twelfth Development Plan

Source: Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, Strategy and Budget Preside#A¢

2.3. Data analysis

Bowen (2009) defines document analysis as a four-sgage process. In th
the research topic must first be selected. Next, the originhality and reliability
evaluated. In the third stage, the documents are systematically coded ahd cataloged. Finally, content analysis

To ensure the authenticity and reliability of t uments, they were accessed from the official website
of the Presidency of Strategy and Buglg

d documents. All documents were scanned using the
agh were analyzed separately using content analysis

.,Furthermore, to enhance the consistency of the codings obtained
presented with direct quotations from the study documents related

models relatédito the themes were prepared using the MAXQDA qualitative data analysis program.

3.1. Theme

he functions of art in the education and teaching process

Findings related to the theme “The Functions of Art in the Education and Teaching Process” are presented
in Figure 1. The coding performed in the analyses related to this theme has been grouped under two
categories. These categories are named “art education policies aimed at cultural development and national
values” and “art education policies aimed at children and youth.”
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Figure 1
Categories and codes related to the theme of the functions of art in the education and teaching process
The Functions of Art in the Education and Teaching
Process
Art Ed tion Policies Aimed at @
rt Education Policies Aimed a . .
Cultural Development and _Art Education Polifies
National Values (14) /Chlldren and You
@ . . . > and Aesthetic
The Preservation and Art ACHVIne;CIhn;;’TI?Ga)nd Outside Spment (4)

Transmission of Cultural
Heritage (10)

Il

Establishing a Cultural and
Artistic Infrastructure (4)

Leisure Time # om Harmful Habits

(5)

ntal toaolfor cultural development in terms of
iohs, as well as cultivating qualified human

these activities will be encouraged. One of the statements related to this code is as
vill be developed and implemented under the coordination of the Ministry of Culture to
ensure that children are introduced to art and traditional handicrafts at an early age (DP8).” Another
statement is as follows: “To ensure the perfect development of young people in terms of spirit, mind, and body,
in addition to in-school education and training, out-of-school activities related to ideas, culture, arts, sports,
and folklore will be encouraged (DP5).”

Another code under this category is personality and aesthetic development. "The fundamental goal of the
education system is to nurture productive and happy individuals who are adept at using and producing science
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and technology, equipped with the basic knowledge and skills required by the information society, and possess
the traits of self-confidence, responsibility, entrepreneurship, and innovation. inclined towards the use and
production of science and technology, equipped with the basic knowledge and skills required by the information
society, productive and happy individuals are the fundamental goal of the education system (KP10)." This
statement emphasizes that individuals with strong artistic and aesthetic sensibilities are among the personality
traits targeted for development through the education system. The statement in the plan regarding the

from being drawn into crime.
3.2. Theme 2: Institutionalization of art education

The codes obtained from the analyses related to the itutiopalization of Art Education have

These categories are named “strategies for art
education institutions.”

Figure 2
Categories and codes related 6 em ] tionalization of art education

Cl
@ Non-Formal Education

Institutions (11)
Formal Education Institutions
(12)

/ \@ @)

Community Cultural Centers (3)

Science and Art Centers (1)

of Institutions (3) Faculties of Fine Arts (1) Apprenticeship System (3) {F Mobile Education Services (1)
" @
@ @ Village Courses (2) @
Ensuring Institutional Conservatories (1) Handicraft Courses (4)

Development (3)

Figure 2 shows that the approach of training human resources, expanding and developing institutions,
stands out in the category of institutional strategies. Findings under this theme also reveal that art education
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is being supported not only in formal education institutions but also in non-formal education institutions, with
efforts to establish it within an institutional framework. The code for human resource development indicates
that the goal is to train artists and provide the qualified human capital needed in the fields of art activities and
art education. Some of the statements in the documents related to this are as follows: "Importance will be
given to the fine arts to achieve the goals of promoting Western art in Turkey and Turkish art in the world, and
training personnel in the fields of plastic and phonetic arts. State art awards will be established in every branch

trained for the more effective management of cultural and arts institutions
expertise, and culture management departments will be widespread in high

throughout the country and their increase in number ar
for the code for ensuring institutional development re
education with a contemporary approach. Some of the
will ensure the research and development of local sma
(DP2)”; “... existing academies will be develof j

: “The Ministry of National Education
products in terms of shape, design, and color
acity, creativity, and the production and

apprenticeship systems, and scien€e the category of formal education institutions
providing art education. For exa s related te_handicrafts will be added to art school programs, and
courses will be organized inr de mgfor centers, taking into account the region's handicrafts

(DP1)”, and “The establi t lore Museum and the Turkish Art Music Conservatory is

envisaged to develop a 1 j olklore and music (DP3)." The statement regarding the science
and arts centers cod@,i “Teaching’programs specific to Science and Arts Centers will be developed
(DP12).”

he category of widespread educational institutions, codes have been determined
for com i obile village courses, handicraft courses, and mobile educational services.
"The g s and Men's Courses will be carried out in a manner consistent with practical
ag Is. Furthermore, in these courses, programs will be developed and implemented
on socid cultural issues of interest to the public to raise the cultural level of the village
population ating the existence of initiatives aimed at supporting the development of individuals

s.,"With an inclusive and high-quality education initiative at all levels aimed at strengthening
the human resolirces of our country, the goal is to cultivate qualified individuals who are adept at using
technology and production, transforming knowledge into economic and social benefits. In this context, the aim
is to ensure that all individuals have access to inclusive and high-quality education and lifelong learning
opportunities. During the Eleventh Development Plan period, policies will be implemented, and necessary
regulations will be made in all processes in the fields of education, culture, arts, and sports to raise productive
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and happy individuals (DP11)." This statement emphasizes education, culture, and arts-focused policies and
lifelong learning for raising productive individuals for social development.

Findings under this theme reveal that art education in development plans is not limited to specific
institutions; rather, it is approached in a way that increases access opportunities through formal and informal
educational institutions. Policies aimed at institutionalizing art education are diversified to support
institutional development through strategies and objectives focused on both indiyi creativity and
increasing the capacity of institutions providing art education.

3.3. Theme 3: Economic dimension of art education

ation are
s of “small

The categories and codes identified under the theme of the economi
presented in Figure 3. The codes identified under this theme have been g
arts and crafts” and “cultural industries.”

Figure 3
Categories and codes related to the theme of the economic

The Economic Dimi@énsion of Art Education

Cultural Industries (12)

AN

Cinema (5) @ Publishing (4)
Music (3)

industries stands e‘eontext of’social welfare by being linked to economic development and education.
The codesgebtai tegory of small arts and crafts show that the economic dimension of arts
edu 2 ed in development plans in contexts such as workforce training, support for
sma and the conversion of traditional arts into economic value. For example, the

and developing
the importance
contribution.

disseminating traditional artistic values, will also be taken into account (DP3).” Evaluates
of art in terms of employment and its income-generating aspect alongside its cultural

Regarding vocational courses, the following statement reads: "Human resource gaps that cannot be met
through formal education will be addressed through general and, in particular, vocational-technical continuing
education programs. As tools for non-formal education, practical health, practical agriculture, and practical
arts schools will be developed and disseminated through pre-employment training centers and on-the-job
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training systems (DP3)." It is seen that emphasis is placed on vocational courses provided through non-formal
education institutions in vocational education to meet the need for a qualified workforce through practical
arts schools. The statement in the latest development plan regarding the provision of qualified human capital
with developed digital skills in culture and arts, which are valuable for the new era of cultural industries, is as
follows: “The development of digital skills and the inclusion of programs focused on digital culture and arts in
formal education curricula will be ensured (DP12).”

well a¢ the development and
ments for the codes under

s education for youth and society, its institutionalization processes, and its
phasized separately, it can be stated that these elements are complementary
education has been included in development plans as a multidimensional
phenoment i ural, social, institutional, and economic aspects. This holistic perspective is evaluated
in more detai e discussion section.

4. DISCUSSI

According to study results, it can be stated that arts education is addressed in development plans in an
integrated manner, sometimes with cultural policies and sometimes with education and human resource
objectives; it is considered an element that supports social welfare and sustainable development. Eisner
(2003) also emphasizes that arts education contributes to the fundamental goals of education by developing
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individuals' perceptual awareness, creative thinking capacity, and problem-solving skills. According to San
(2001), arts education does not only appeal to emotions, but is also a field that includes processes such as
perception, interpretation, analysis, synthesis, questioning, acquiring knowledge, comparison, evaluation, and
judgment. According to Gilec¢ and Yalgin (2025), art and art education also have strategic value in terms of
preserving cultural identity, strengthening social cohesion, and developing a qualified human resource.

This study has reached conclusions regarding the objectives of art education in deve ent plans within

this purpose. It was stated that this means the prese
diversity for future generations.

terall (2012) also concluded that the participation of socio-economically
in artistic activities increased their school attendance rates, reduced behavioral

returning to criminal behavior by supporting their personal development and facilitating their reintegration
into society. In a study conducted by Akay (2023), the historical development of youth policies in Development
Plans was examined. The results obtained indicate that youth policies have been shaped by a protective
approach in earlier periods, a socio-cultural basis in later periods, and a technology and innovation-focused
framework in recent periods.
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The study conducted by Bolat (2023) examined the development plans' objectives and guidelines for gifted
students and the work carried out in this direction. The study found that, in line with development plans,
important practices were implemented by the Ministry of National Education, universities, and various
institutions; however, some of the work did not align with the plans, and therefore, the desired level of success
could not be achieved. The study conducted by Ozek (2024) examined the development process of policy
documents related to the education of gifted children. The study concluded that the decisions included in the

school learning enviro
sufficient, and that

obtained in the study, it is seen that art education is also addressed
development plans. Considering the results obtained within the scope of the

individual 0 plays a strategic role in terms of economic development and the growth of creative
sectors.
In a study cofniducted by Telli (1980), it was argued that creativity is decisive in training the qualified human

resources required by the rapidly changing social structure, and that this creativity can be developed through
art education, thus emphasizing the strategic importance of art education for developed countries. A study
conducted by Akkurt and Boratav (2018) concluded that art education is necessary for the cultivation of
inquisitive individuals who possess critical thinking skills, are self-confident, and are open-minded. Cerev and
Unli (2023) revealed that visual arts education plays a critical role in the development of human capital
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through the transmission of cultural heritage. The study also evaluated art education in the context of its
contribution to social development, emphasizing its importance in education policies.

Burgess (2016) emphasizes the role of education in developing human capital within a society. In this
context, arts education also strengthens human capital by fostering creativity, critical thinking, and aesthetic
sensitivity, thereby indirectly contributing to economic development and growth. In a study conducted by
Mahgoub and Alsoud (2015) on the economic value of handicraft products, it is emph ed that students

development plans, not only for individual development
emphasizes in his work that arts education develops cre
and economic returns as a fundamental resource o
professional education of artists provides indirect contri

nctions, such as educational functions,
snomic development, strengthening institutional

supports not only personal development and creative expression but also
ncement. From this perspective, the strengthening of arts education policies

alignment between policy frameworks and educational practice. In addition, the sustainability of arts
education poli depends on the establishment of coordinated collaboration at the national level among
ministries of €ducation, higher education institutions, local governments, and nongovernmental
organizations. Such cooperation can facilitate the consistent application of policy objectives and support the

long-term development of arts education initiatives.

Furthermore, development plans should incorporate inclusive educational approaches that recognize the
importance of arts education for diverse learner groups, particularly disadvantaged individuals. Integrating
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arts education within inclusive education strategies can strengthen equal access to cultural and creative
learning opportunities while contributing to social participation and cultural awareness.

Future research may examine the effectiveness of arts education policies included in development plans
through empirical investigations that assess their practical outcomes. Comparative international studies could
also provide valuable insights into how different countries integrate arts education within national
development strategies. In addition, further research may explore the role of arts ed A, within teacher
training policies and strategies outlined in development plans, thereby contributing t@fa deepe derstanding
of how educator preparation supports the long-term development of arts educatié
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