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Abstract

Due to the complexity of learning a new language, there are different aspects that need to be taken into consideration while
teaching language, especially the English language. Due to the necessity of ascertaining the views of people towards English
language teaching, this research aimed to review and summarise most of the theories and models related to the issues of
teaching and learning English. In the current paper, the views of different scholars are discussed varying from cognitive views,
sociocultural views, identity views and so on. Based on the results of the study, it was found that technological advances bring
about huge changes to the educational contexts and one of the reasons behind such advances is the COVID-19 pandemic. Some
other researchers connect other aspects to the issues in ELT such as aspects of a good teacher or technological advances. This
paper presents some of the issues.
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1. Introduction

Richards (2015) regarded the English language as an international language that is involved in
the language teaching industry, and also the results of second language learning, cognitive science and
psychology affected English language teaching. Moreover, Ushioda (2013) mentioned that in the
globalisation era, English and its related issues are associated with education, curriculum, language
teaching and student motivation. Based on Richards’ (2015) study, English language teaching refers to
what we know regarding second language learning. Brown (1941) also stated that first language
acquisition had an impact on ELT.

Yorio (1976) provided a classification for learner variables, which are age, cognition, native
language, input, affect and education. Lightbown (1985) mentioned that the second language
hypothesis that could be brought to classroom teaching had 10 parts, including time, fossilisation,
complexity, meaningfulness, error treatment, metalinguistic knowledge, practice, order, interlanguage
and acquisition. Ellis (2007) viewed language acquisition based on his observations as follows: input,
output, L1, instruction, frequency, implicit learning, variability, sequence, emergentism and subsystems.
Furthermore, out of these elements, Brown (1941) proposed principles of SLA, including L1 acquisition,
age, neurolinguistics, individual differences, strategies, sociolinguistics, communicative competence,
learner language and instruction. These principles are all based on different perspectives that Brown
(1941) divided into six parts, including the maturation-based approach, cognitive models, sociocultural
views, identity approaches, ecological view and DST, similar to the study of Qu (2022).

1.1. Purpose of the study

Due to the necessity of ascertaining the views of people towards English language teaching, this
researcher aimed to review and summarise most of the theories, and models related to issues of
teaching and learning English.

2. Materials and methods

This study uses the literature review method to arrive at the conclusion for this study. English
learners formed the population of the study. Data for the study were acquired from previous literature,
and through the use of content analysis, the findings were analysed and discussed.

3. Results

Different categories are mentioned by different scholars. Two of the main scholars discussing
issues in ELT include Brown (1941) and Richards (2015). Moreover, the view of other scholars is also
discussed in the paper.

3.1. Maturation-based approach

The divisions of the maturation model are as follows: First, Krashen and Terrell's (1983)
hypothesis known as the acquisition learning hypothesis affects some ELT methods. Five hypotheses are
based on this theory, including the acquisition/learning hypothesis, monitor hypothesis, natural order
hypothesis, input hypothesis and affective filter hypothesis.

In this regard, the second part is universal grammar, which refers to the innateness of language
learning that was first proposed by Chomsky (1968), and it is believed that principles and parameters are
universal in the process of learning a language. Finally, emergentism, proposed by O’Grady (2012) and
Ellis (2007), was in opposition to UG. Recent studies addressing similar ideologies include MacWhinney
(2019) and Zhong (2020).
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3.2. Cognitive models

Regarding the cognitive models, it includes an attention processing model (Mclaughlin, 2014),
implicit and explicit processing, and systematicity and variability of interlanguage (Preston & Bayley,
1996).

3.3. Sociocultural views

Sociocultural views consist of two concepts; first, the ZPD or zone of proximal development
proposed by Vygotsky (1978), indicating the current and the next level of performance in language
learning while the learner is engaged in communicating with a more developed learner. Second, the
interaction hypothesis proposed by Long (1985).

3.4. Identity approaches

Norton (1997) is considered the main scholar in identity. She focused on identity and other
aspects such as language, language learning, social change (Norton & Toohey, 2011), imagined
communities and motivation (Norton & Mckinney, 2011). Norton (1997) mentioned that she uses the
term identity to refer to how different individuals perceive their relationship to the globe and how each
of them perceives their opportunities and possibilities. Also, based on Yazan (2019), identity is cultural
and social roles that teacher-learners have while they have interactions with the learners.

3.5. Ecological view

Ecological views refer to sociocognitive by Atkinson (2010) and skill acquisition theory proposed
by DeKeyser (2020). The ecological factors regarded by Jacobs and Goatly (2000) are social issues that
are required to connect learning with the outside of the classes.

3.6. Dynamic system theory

Chaos complexity theory is also called dynamic system theory (DST). Larsen-Freeman (1997)
stated that the chaos complexity theory is a paradoxical term referring to the idea that complexity is
obtained by chaotic situations, and therefore, the cause-and-effect relationships are a complicated
issue. Also, Larsen-Freeman (2012) mentioned that different systems usually include a large number of
components, interacting and giving rise to a different order of complexity at a higher level.

Regarding the features of DCT, researchers provided some aspects; therefore, the main aspects
of complex nonlinear systems are to be ‘dynamic, nonlinear, chaotic, unpredictable, sensitive to initial
conditions, open, self-organising, feedback sensitive and adaptive’ (Larsen-freeman, 1997, p. 142).
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Figure 1
Summary of the Perspectives on SLA Based on Brown (1941)

Richards (2015) divided English language teaching issues into four different parts. The first part
is English language teaching today, the second one is facilitating student learning, the third part is
language and the four skills, and finally, the fourth part is the teacher’s environment. The summary of
the issues in the view of Richards (2015) is shown in Figure 2.

3.7. English language teaching today

Regarding the first issue in language teaching, three theoretical traditions matter, which include
behaviourism, cognitivism and socioculturalism. Moreover, the language teaching methods which are
grounded in the theories are also a part of this issue. Furthermore, teachers are also needed to different
skills, so Richards (2015) overviewed various aspects of a successful English teacher. The basic
requirement is specialised knowledge. After that, a teacher needs to have high proficiency and fluency, a
sense of identity, teaching skills, class routines and, finally, high ability to engage in a learner-centred
method of teaching.

Richards (2015) also focused on the competencies, knowledge and skills that teachers must
acquire. Moreover, the teachers’ proficiency can be considered a significant element affecting the
teaching. He also mentioned that language matters for the teacher to teach effectively. Proficiency can
affect the interaction in teaching. Therefore, the conclusion drawn by the author is reconstructing
teachers’ professional identity by their engagement in finding two aspects of teaching which are the
belief system and the teaching practices.

3.8. Developing student learning

Richards (2015) also emphasised the learners’ factors, including their age, identity, motivation,
learning styles, anxiety and confidence. Regarding different age groups, it includes adults, teenagers and
young language learners. In other words, how the teacher understands how the learners of a specific
age group learn and what method, approach and technique is suitable for them. For instance, the author
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stated that teachers require specific qualities to make the situation suitable for the learners to learn
regarding their age groups.

Motivation refers to the learner’s tendency to learn more and commit to language learning.
Ushioda (2013) considered motivation as an important element and a key variable in learners’ success.
Anxiety, on the other hand, affects the tendency to use and learn the language. Also, based on Burns
and Siegel's (2018) study, the anxiety-provoking skill for learners is speaking when they learn another
language, so learners need to learn knowledge of the language, discourse and communication
strategies.

Learning styles refer to the individuals’ natural ways that they process new skills and
information. Therefore, they have different strategies to use consciously for learning. Confidence is very
significant in language classes, meaning self-assurance in language learning; therefore, the teachers
must boost learners’ confidence to achieve the language learning goals in the class. Concerning identity,
it could be a struggle for the learners, and they may stay silent to protect their identity (Bayazit et al.,
2018). Furthermore, in a particular context, they may be considered a poor language learner although
they have motivation.

3.9. Language and the skills

Teaching and assessing language systems refer to grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation,
discourse and pragmatics. Moreover, the four skills include listening, speaking, reading and writing.
Richards (2015) explained that the pedagogical views referring to language skills and language systems
could be developed, and therefore, they provide the ground for different views. This part focused on
how the pedagogic views regarding the two mentioned aspects of teachers can be enhanced.
Pragmatics and discourse analysis could be beneficial for teachers for preparing effective English
language users as an international language (Celen & Seferoglu, 2020).

Based on the aforementioned issues, Richards (2015) mentions that the teachers have new roles
in their classes, such as class researchers, material developers, course designers and so on. Furthermore,
the coursebook used in the class must contain four skills and focus on all of them, provide schemata,
and provides a range of activities from vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation, which all lead to learner
motivation.

3.10. Teacher’s environment

Regarding this issue, it is mentioned that language teachers need to develop their roles and
responsibilities to find their profession a rewarding one. So, what is needed in this part is developing
long-term goals. Moreover, Richards (2015) also emphasised on new roles of language teachers. In this
regard, teachers have various roles, such as team leader, teacher trainer, mentor, course developer,
material developer, researcher, assessor and so on.
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Figure 2

Summary of the Key Issues in Language Teaching. Source: Richards (2015)

3.11. Language imperialism

Also, another issue that affects teaching English is language imperialism (Cardoso et al., 2022;
Yusny, 2013). According to the author, Indonesia has never been regulated under British colonial, and
therefore, English has never been spoken widely in society, but it is taught in schools.

3.12. Technological aspects

Waters (2012) concluded in his paper that electronic technology has led to new shifts and issues
in the upcoming years, and web-based teaching could be increasingly applied. Although the paper was
published in 2012, and somehow what he suggested came thoroughly true during the COVID-19
pandemic, and due to the necessity of online classes, many researchers tend to focus on similar topics
(Adnan & Anwar, 2020; Almanthari et al., 2020; Baber, 2020; Khalil et al., 2020; Mahmood, 2020; Mishra
et al., 2020; Subedi et al., 2020; Toquero, 2020). The growth of technology and its necessity could also
be found in research articles published even before Waters’ paper (Jarvis, 2005). Besides, technological
advances have become widespread recently and also provide researchers with different calculation
methods in their study (Pourtousi et al., 2021; Uzunboylu et al., 2019).

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, the study would like to draw attention to some practical issues. It is the
responsibility of language teachers to prepare their students to deal with various environmental and
social problems. Therefore, language teachers must follow active rather than passive learning, use
student-centred instead of teacher-centred methods and, finally, consider language as a way of
communication rather than mere structures and forms. Besides, the increase in web-based language

117


https://doi.org/10.18844/ijss.v6i2.7594

Pourtousi, Z. (2022). A review of the issues in language teaching. International Journal of New Trends in Social Sciences. 6(2), 112-120.
https://doi.org/10.18844/ijss.v6i2.7594

teaching and learning changes in ELT in the present and even in the future, so English classes are not
going to be the same as in the present.

Furthermore, it is stated that language teaching must be based on the context and needs of the
learners, and therefore, language is viewed as a context-informed activity that needs to look beyond it.
In this regard, effective and successful language teaching has two sides, including organisational and
pedagogic problems.
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